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except in extremity, on the murder. They entered,
but unarmed, the outer chamber.* The Arch- The knight*
bishop had just dined, and withdrawn from the BeSt
halL They were offered food, as was the usage; they
declined, thirsting, says one of the biographers, for
blood. The Archbishop obeyed the summons to hear a
message from the King; they were admitted to his
presence. As they entered, there was no salutation on
either side, till the Primate having surveyed, perhaps
recognised them, moved to them with cold courtesy,
Fitz-TJrse was the spokesman in the fierce altercation
which ensued. Becket replied with haughty firmness.
Fitz-TJrse began by reproaching him with his ingratitude
and seditious disloyalty in opposing the coronation of
the King's son, and commanded him, in instant obe-
dience to the King, to absolve the prelates. Becket
protested that so far from wishing to diminish the power
of the King's son, he would have given him three crowns
and the most splendid realm. For the excommunicated
bishops he persisted in his usual evasion that they had
been suspended by the Pope, by the Pope alone could
they be absolved; nor had they yet offered proper satis-
faction. " It is the King's command," spake Fitz-TJrse,
" that you and the rest of your disloyal followers leave
the kingdom."8 "It becomes not the King to utter
such command: henceforth no power on earth shall
separate me from my flock/* " You have presumed to
excommunicate, without consulting the King, the King's
servants and officers." "Nor will I ever spare the
man who violates the canons of Borne, or the rights of
the Church." " From whom do you hold your arch-

' Tuesday, Dec. 29.   See, on the fatality of Tuesday in Becketfc life, Q. R,
p. 357.
* Grim, p. 71.   Fits-Stephen.